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Federal Judge Doubis Cood Fuizh'|
OF Agencies in Disclosure Disputs
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>ArFederal judgs criticized the Central}questicn wers co sensitive that public'

ImelhgemeAgeng:yand the Federal Bu. disseminaticn of not caly the documents !

“rean of Inymngatxmy:sterd;ayas hers thernselves bt even an atfidavit da.;

fused to dismiss a lavwsuit seeicing docu. scribing thern, wonld endangsr the pa.'

ments abowt a missing Soviet defector. tenalsecurity of the United States.* i

" The judge, Robert J. Ward of the Dis. |- Judge Ward said the two agencies;

trlct Coure in Maghattan, asserted in an | could withhold documents it they sub-;

ll-page decision that.the agancies’ ac-imitted atfidavits that specifically dew’

tions had given hMm' “sericus deubts | scribed tha tm3 and explainagd :

. gbb:ét Itfx:. gompetencegé;h;F.B;!L and | the justificaticn for nct disclesing thera.

- “the€, 0 prepare affidavies that ac.} . - ndge’ Confidence i ..
curately summarize the substance of| - ° =S ' Dimirnslfz&g N

thedocuments.” ... o, oo ...} “'Certain events thap have céorirred
- Judg= Ward issved the deciston in a during the course of thisaction,”” he con-
suit filed by Reader’s Digest 1o obtain | tued, “haye 5o diminished the court's
documents under the Freedom of Infor. | cCufidence in the ability of the F .B.1.
Sation Act about Dr. Nicholas Geqrgs|20d the C.1A. 10 prepare proper affida-
Shadrin, who has been described as & | Vits fhat the cowrt is uawilling to rely on
“'doubleagent for the United States,  |affidayits that do Dot individually re-
- Ihe julgs noted that the magarine view the documents inquesticn.”, ., -
Sought the documentts for an arricie and| He said a Goverpment attorney had
book onDr: Shadrin, a Soviat tmaval offi- | informed the court that the investiza.
Cer who defected to the United States in{tions bureau Peasessed 750 of the docy-.,
1939 and became an Ameriean citizen, ments, had released ncne without dela-
He disappeared, apparently while on a | tions, had released 223 with deletions
SPying missicn for the United States, in|and had vrithheld 520 Completely. Tha
.YxennaSnyaanago;;;‘ﬁ S - o -lattorney sald the intelligence agency
" oot Secks Details of Docaments -« [POSSessed 3472, had released 80 s,
. *The magazine's. suit seeks o' , | out deleticns and 195 with deletions and
o gazine ey SOt | had withheld 2,617, e ,

£ies to providea detailed afftdavit item.| “However,” the Judge continued, it
piaig, Abe Shadrin’ documents and ex. | required only a cursory revimer s s oo o 1F
Plaintag why thousands of them were | fidavits for the court to determine that
belpgwitiheid, v vy tod the corndants

-The agencies contend that the Free. |Oversta ¢ pumber of d ents
dom of Information Act does not require | that had been refeased in redacted form

them ta provide any more of the docu. |by theC.LA CUEET e T
-Iments, the judge noted. He said theyhad |- . “The C.LA: then filed an affidavit
submitted several confldential affida. [that Stated that 124 documents previ. |
vxfsto_mm toexplain their position. - cusly. .desigrated as having “been
= This procedure was adopted, with |released in redacted form had in fact
Reader’s Digest consent,” he sald, “‘bex|been withheldin their entirety, meaning
cause the C.IA., and the F.B.1..toolk the that' only 71 documents bad "been
position that the Shadrin documents in | releasedin redacted form bytheC.LA.»
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